CITY  OF  LOS  ANGELES 
WATERSHED  PROTECTION  DIVISION 

HEALTH  HAZARD  CHECKLIST 

Date:  S?/  Time:  /&'  o oA*. Case  Number:  *P  T^/.? 

Location  Description: fa  s f/c~  £ ^ 5 1 to&jf  ^ Se^  r~£u  bw, 

Item  Description:  g/4t  ^ S 

Health  Hazard  Determination :( check  all  that  apply) 

« ••  r~-J ‘ 

□ Toxin  / poison 

□ Flammable 

□ Corrosive 

□ Reactive 

□ Highly-compressed  gas  or  liquid 

/ ' ' 

□ Motor  oil  or  other  petroleum  oil 

□ Substances  listed  in  Title  22 

□ Substances,  wastes,  or  materials  which  may  have  come  in  contact  with  a hazardous  substance 
or  infectious  agent. 

• . ! 

Substances,  wastes,  or  materials  which  may  be  a potential  health  hazard 

Biohazard  / infectious  / sharp  / infested  material 


□ Contaminated  items  (see  table  below) 


Contaminated  items  that  were  disposed  of 

Clothing 

Tent 

Perishables 

Book/toiletries 

Others 

v 
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City  of  Los  Angeles 
WATERSHED  PROTECTION  DIVISION 
ENVIRONMENTAL  ENFORCEMENT  & EMERGENCY  RESPONSE  UNIT 

“OPERATION  HEALTHY  STREETS” 

SKID  ROW  REPORT 


February  17,  2016 

Maintenance  Phase  Comprehensive  7 day  cleaning 


CITY  OF  LOS  ANGELES 
WATERSHED  PROTECTION  DIVISION 
COMPLAINT  INSPECTION  REPORT 


P R OTECTION 


i in  of  i n s AXttiu 


DATE:  February  17,  2016  CASE  ID  NUMBER:  25413 


INCIDENT  LOCATION:  DOWNTOWN  LOS  ANGELES,  SKID  ROW  AREA 

LEAD  INSPECTOR:  Team  1,  Garcia  and  Teo 

SUBJ:  SKID  ROW  CLEANUP  - “OPERATION  HEALTHY  STREETS” 


REPORT: 


?h°eMCitfif  Los  Angeles  received  a report,  dated  May  21,  2012  from  the  County  of 
Los  Angeles  Department  of  Public  Health  directing  the  City  to  address  public  health 
issues  in  the  Skid  Row  area  of  Downtown  Los  Angeles.  The  report  stated  that  there 
was  an  immediate  threat  to  public  health  because  of  the  presence  of  feces  and  urine 
on  the  sidewalks,  public  areas,  and  two  storm  drain  catch  basins. 


fTuX  17,  2016  Watershed  Protection  Division  (WPD) 
Environmental  Compliance  Inspectors  Ernesto  Garcia  and  Chin  Teo  (Team  1)  were 
dispatched  to  the  Skid  Row  area  of  Downtown  Los  Angeles  to  address  Mteg^ dumping 
and  public  health  concerns  in  the  public  right-of-way.  Two  teams  from  WPD  were 
dispatched  to  Skid  Row;  the  other  team  (Team  2)  consisted  of  Environmentel 
ComDliance  Inspectors  Jose  Arambulo  and  Ron  Metcalf.  Each  Sanitation  Te 
consisted  of  Two  WPD  Inspectors,  one  Wastewater  Collection  Systems  Division 

(WCSD)  Vactor  Truck  Crew  (2  workers),  and  one  remediation. 'ofstreet  Sees 
emolovees)  from  Clean  Harbors  Environmental  Services.  Bureau  of  Street  Services 
workers  and  Sanitation  Solid  Resources  workers  collected  the  trash  and  debris. 

At  approximately  0800  hours  at  S'"  and  Gladys  Aye.  a briefing  was ^ “hooted  with  ajl 
of  the  team  members  from  the  Bureau  of  Street  Services  (BOSS ^Bureau of 
Sanitation  (BOS)  Los  Angles  Police  Department  (LAPD),  and  Clean  haroors 
Environmental  Services  regarding  the  implementation  of  clean-up  ^®as^  ‘n 
re^nonse  to  the  LA  County  Public  Health  report.  All  immediate  public  health  thre  , 
whToh  would  be  obsen/edf  would  be  removed  immediately.  The  ctean-up  measures 
included  the  removal  of  all  illegally-dumped  solid 

public  health  and  the  storm  drain  system,  including  all  hypodermic  needles,  reces, 
urine,  and  other  potentially  hazardous  materials  or  waste. 
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Summary  of  the  protocol  (OPERA  HON  HEALTHY  STREETS) 

The  maintenance  Phase  of  this  operation  was  to  be  conducted  on  both  sides  of  6 St 
between  Wall  and  Gladys  streets.  WPD  Officers  shall  inspect  the  public  ngM^*«ys 
to  search  for  items  and  substances  and  to  make  a determination  as  to  whether  the 
item  or  substance  posed  a health  hazard.  Personal  items,  which  were  determined  to 
be  a non-health  hazard,  will  be  logged  in  by  BOSS  and  transported  to  the  nearest 
storage  center  for  90-day  recovery.  The  Bureau  of  Sanitation  Teams  anc ‘Clean 
Harbors  Environmental  Services  will  follow  by  removing  a I hypodermic 
needles/sharps,  feces,  urine,  and  any  potentially  hazardous  materials/waste  in  the 
public  right-of-way.  Clean  Harbors  Environmental  Services  will  sanitize  the  sidewalks 
and  street  gutter.  BOS  will  pressure-wash  the  sidewalk  and  str®®J  9utte[  Ce 
Harbors  will  sanitize  a second  time  the  sidewalk  and  street  gutter.  BOSS  will  sweep 
the  streets.  The  Los  Angeles  Police  Department  would  provide  se^un^.andQ.tra5^ 
management  for  the  clean-up  teams..  Please  see  the  Operation  Healthy  Stre — 

Protocol  for  detailed  information. 

The  qoal  for  today’s  operations  was  to  perform  a total  cleaning  of  all  public 
right-of-ways  on  both  sides  of  6th  St  Street  between  Wall  and  Gladys  St,  in  the 
Skid  Row  area  of  Downtown  Los  Angeles  (Figure  A). 

At  approximately  0830  hours,  WPD  Team  1 Inspectors  began  inspecting  the  south 
side  of  6th  Street  between  Wall  and  .San  Julian.  Team  2 was  responsible  for  cleaning 
the  north  side  of  6th  Street.  The  inspectors  searched  for  hazardous  and  non- 
hazardous  rtems  The  inspectors  observed  only  small  amounts  of  trash  and  debris  on 
the  sidewalk  and  street  gutter. 

Below  is  a summary  of  today’s  activities; 


South  side  of  6th  St  between  wall  and  San  Pedro,. 

• 12  urine  spots  along  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• 2 spots  with  feces  on  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• 4 hypodermic  needles,  5 razors/sharps 

• Moderate  amounts  of  trash  and  debris  on  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• Sidewalk  and  street  washing  and  sanitizing 


Location  1.  1 unattended  encampment  between  Wall  and  San  Julian 
Saved  to  storage 
1 sleeping  bag 

1 jacket 
Discarded 

2 soiled  blankets 

4 soiled  clothing  items 
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■ South  side  of  6th  St  between  San  Pedro  and  Town  . 


• 14  urine  spots  along  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• 2 spots  with  feces  on  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• 2 hypodermic  needles,  3 razors/sharps 

• Moderate  amounts  of  trash  and  debris  on  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• Rats  and  bugs 

• Sidewalk  and  street  washing  and  sanitizing 

• 

■ South  side  of  6th  St  between  Towne  and  Gladys  . 

• 11  urine  spots  along  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• 3 spots  with  feces  on  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• 9 hypodermic  needles,  7 razors/sharps 

• Rats  and  Bugs 

• Large  amounts  of  trash  and  debris  on  sidewalk  and  street  gutter 

• Sidewalk  and  street  washing  and  sanitizing 


Most  encampments  were  removed  on  the  south  side  of  6th  St,  only  one 
unattended  encampment  was  processed  and  4 LAPD  arrest  encampmen  s 
processed  on  this  day. 


Clean  Harbors  Environmental  Services  sprayed  a mixture  of  bleach  and  water  on  the 
sidewalks  and  gutter  BOS  WCSD  washed  the  sidewalks  and  street  gutters  using  a 
high  pressure  washer.  BOSS  pick-up  the  items  that  would  disposed  of  in  the  landfill.  A 
BOSS  street  sweeper  then  swept  the  street  area.  The  clean-up  operation  was 
completed  at  about  1430  hrs. 

15  Hypodermic  needles  and  15  razor  blades  were  found  on  this  day  by  team  2.  About 
3 1/2  tons  was  collected  today  BOSS  and  14  cu  yrds  of  trash  was  collected  by  BSM. 


EVIDENCE/SAMPLES  .,  . . . n. 

No  physical  samples  were  collected.  Biological  waste  ^as  manifested  by  Clean 
Harbors  Environmental  Services.  Manifest  No.  00949214FLE,  009495215FLE. 


Report  Photos: 
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Figure  A.  Skid  Row  Area  Map  from  IAP 
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Figure  2.  urine  on  sidewalk. 
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Figure  3.  Encampments  on  the  sidewalk  between  San  Julian  and  San  Pedro. 


Figure  4.  WCSD  crew  washing  urine  areas  on  sidewalk. 
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Figure  6.  Urine  on  side  of  building. 
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Figure  7.  area  after  washing. 


Figure  8.  Bulky  items,  trash  and  debris  on  sidewalk. 
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Figure  9.  Urine  and  feces  on  sidewalk. 
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Figure  11.  Trash  and  debris  on  sidewalk. 
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Report  prepared  by:  Ernesto  Garcia 


INSPECTOR’S  SIGNATURE 

DATE: 2/1 7/201  6> 

SR.  INSPECTOR’S  INITIAL: 

DATE: 
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